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Dearest in Christ and St Augustine,
Greetings to you.
Christmas comes with joy and excitement, 
and yet around us are black tales that 
threaten peace and joy.  We have 
experienced the horrific records of the 
Boko Haram terrorist group, the carnage 
over land and water use between farmers 
and herders, the fear of kidnapping 
specifically and crime more generally. 
Devastatingly, is the COVID-19 pandemic 
which has brought difficult situations to 
almost everyone. Since the beginning of 
this year, it continues its threat to becoming 
one of the most difficult tests faced by 
humanity in modern history, with its 
astronomical death rates and the capacity 
to overwhelm health systems, and trigger 
lasting geopolitical change.
In the midst of all these, the message of 
Christmas is one of hope and joy. It echoes 
that: “The light of Christ is greater than the 
darkest darkness”. The Prophet Isaiah 
prophesied that: “Those who dwell in the 
land of deep darkness on them has light 
shined” (9:1). This was in view of the birth 
of Jesus. When Christ was born, the 
shepherds who were keeping watch at 
night, were witnesses to how the glory of 
the Lord appeared and dispelled the 

darkness of the night (Lk 2:9).
The birth of Christ among us at Christmas is 
one that changes lives, liberates from evil, 
fills hearts with peace and love and renews 
history. In fact, Christmas is that beginning 
of a true classic history, which contains all 
the right ingredients: love, joy, peace, 
celebration, salvation, reconciliation, 
goodwill. 
For us the Augustinian family, it is also a 
time for reflection on the mysteries of 
Christ, the little child in the manger. 
First is His obedience: “Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 
being in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God, but made Himself of no 
repu ta t ion ,  t ak ing  the  fo rm o f  a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 
men” (Phil 2:5-8). Through His obedience, 
He earned what disobedience could not 
offer: “Therefore, God has highly exalted 
Him and given Him the name that is above 
every other name” (Phil 2:9). It is, therefore, 
not surprising that in Saint Augustine, the 
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essential thing in the religion and discipline 
of Christ is first, humility, second, humility 
and third, humility (Letter 118). 
Second is the poverty of Christ. Jesus was 
born in the manger. While there were 
rooms for the Roman soldiers, there was no 
room for the King of Kings; while there was 
room for those who were dressed in 
beautiful linens, there was no room for the 
Home of Every Heart; while there were 
rooms for great merchants from the east, 
there was no room for the Giver of all Good 
(Rule 8. 49). In Jesus' poverty the voice of 
Saint Augustine resounds anima una et cor 
unum in Deum (poverty is about being in 
one heart and soul in God). Our call to 
poverty is the logical consequence of not 
only having Christ as our only Lord by not 
giving our hearts over to riches, but by 
sharing our riches with others (Serm.15 A, 
5; Serm. 311, 11; Serm. 355, 3; Rule 5:32). 
This also vibrates in the New Testament 
texts that exhort us to share our riches with 
others (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37; 1 Cor 1:5; 
Eph 1:7; Tim 6:18; Col 1:27).   
The third is the holiness of Christ. The lyrics 
have it that: “O holy night, the stars are 
brightly shining. It is the night of our dear 
Savior's birth”. The holiness of the Christ 
event is one that sets us apart as 
Augustinians to celebrate love, friendship 
and God's gift of the Christ child. To 
achieve this, we need to continue to 
translate the Augustinian charism for the 
here and now, a translation that is faithful, 
creative and confident and incarnates the 
charism as a true experience of the love of 
God as manifested in Christ. Let our 
chastity deepen our love of God and open 
our hearts to love God's people more 
profoundly as God would love them. 
The fourth is Christ's hospitality. At His 
birth, He became the axis around which a 
new relationship with the three wise men 

among other guests was formed. These 
senses of community and hospitality are 
not just the most defining features of the 
Augustinian Religious Life but among the 
pillars of its spirituality. We are a 
communi ty  o f  b ro the r s  who  l i ve 
harmoniously, united by a single soul and a 
single heart, seeking God together and 
open to the service of the Church (Const. 
26). Our communities are homes of love 
and friendship- the milieu of the God's 
love. In our communities, we seek “to love 
and be loved” (Conf. 3,1,1). Since God is 
the author and guarantor of true friendship 
(Trin. 8, 12), we need to cleave to God 
through the charity poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit (Conf. 4, 4, 7).
May the Christmas Season fill our 
communities with joy, our hearts with 
love and our lives with hope. 
I am yours fraternally,

Fr. Anthony Kanu, OSA
Prior Provincial, Nigeria
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“An unexamined life” says the ancient 
Greek Philosopher Socrates, “is not 
worth living”. Among other things, this 
popular dictum underscores the fact 
that in order to have true progress in life, 

there is the need to have moments of 
reflection. Moments in which one 
evaluates the past, analyzes the present 
and strategizes concerning the future. 

In the spirit of Self-examination and in 
line with the injunction of our Rule and 
Constitution, we held our 6th Ordinary 
Provincial Chapter this year, 2020. It 
took place at Daughters of Divine Love 
Retreat and Conference Center 

(DRACC), Lugbe, FCT Abuja, from 5th 
to 9th October.

On the Morning of 6th October 2020, 
the Chapter officially began with an 
Opening Mass presided over by the 

Prior General of the Order, Most Rev. 
Alejandro Anton Moral, OSA. During 
his homily, read by Rev. Tugudu 
Emmanuel, OSA he stated that our 
relationship with God begins with faith 
and that our faith is expressed in prayer. 
He further stated that, prayer makes us 
realize our nothingness before God and 
the need to depend on Him as we 
continue to walk through life. He 

6th Ordinary
Provincial Chapter 
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admonished that we must depend on 
God so as to have a fruitful and 
productive Chapter. 

Among the many notable events that 
occurred during the Chapter, and 
perhaps the most notable of all, was 
the election of a new Prior Provincial. 
With the Provincial Chapter marking 
the end of the administration of Very 
Rev. Fr. John A. Abubakar, OSA and 
his Council, there was the need to 
elect another Prior Provincial to lead 
the Province for the next four years.

At end of the electoral processes that 
fielded three candidates vying for the 
number one office, Very Rev. Fr. 
Anthony I. Kanu, OSA, having 
received absolute majority of votes 
cast by the friars of the Province, was 
declared winner. After accepting to 
yield to the collective will of the 
brothers, he was pronounced Prior 
Provincial of the Province of St. 
Augustine of Nigeria by the Prior 
General. The Prior Provincial receiving the seal of the 

Province from the Prior General 

The Prior General celebrating with Frs. Babs Awoyemi, OSA  
and Joel Anwayi,OSA who marked the 25th anniversary of their 

Priestly Ordination during the Chapter

Fr. Joseph Jiwok, OSA celebrating his birthday
during the Chapter 
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13th of every November is undoubtedly one of 

the most significant days of every year, in so far as 

the Order of St. Augustine is concerned. The 

reasons for the foregoing claim are not 

farfetched. First, as an Order, we celebrate on 

this day the birth of our beloved Father and 

Founder St. Augustine of Hippo. Second, we 

remember on this day the Saints of our Order 

now in the Triumphant Church.

Moreover, for us the Augustinians of the 

Province of Nigeria, there is a third reason 

regarding the nobility of 13th of every 

November. And, it is the fact that this day has 

been set aside to be the day in which friars make 

their Solemn Profession of vows in the Province.

We are grateful to God that despite the anomalies 

associated with 2020, on November 13th four 

more brothers made their Solemn Profession of 

Vows. They are by name:

1. Bro. EZE Emmanuel Chinaza, OSA, 

2. Bro. GREGORY Richard Nyagong, OSA, 

3. Bro. ROLAND Gershon Alugmi, OSA and 

4. Bro. SHAILONG Leviticus Longzen, OSA 

We are also appreciative of the Prior Provincial, 

Very Rev. Fr. Anthony I. Kanu, OSA who made 

himself available to receive the vows in the name 

of the Prior General. 

We will not forget to thank the entire 

parishioners and Pastoral team of St. Monica's 

Catholic Church Rantya Jos, Plateau State, who 

hosted the monumental event. God bless you all!

SOLEMN 
PROFESSION OF 
VOWS 
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To many groups and individuals around the 

world, the year 2020 will go down as a year 

that brought only hardship and took away 

smiles from faces due to the ravaging effects of 

the Covid-19 Pandemic. Even though this is 

true, it is also true that we in the Province of 

Nigeria, had at least one reason to forget the 

Covid-19 induced sadness for some time. 

The ordination of three new priests for our 

Province, brought a great deal of jubilation. 

Because of it, the pain Covid-19 brought was 

swallowed up in the pool of merriment. 

Without doubt, the ordination which held on 

26th September, 2020 in Makurdi, the Capital 

of Benue State was a blessing. It was a huge 

source of so much spontaneous smiles on the 

faces of the brothers of our dear Province and 

those of our well-wishers. 

Those ordained were Rev. Fr. ACHI Martin, 

OSA, Rev. Fr.  MAMKAAR Benjamin, OSA 

and Rev. Fr. HEMEN Emmanuel, OSA. We are 

heartily grateful to God for these wonderful 

additions to our Province. We are also highly 

appreciative of His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. 

Wilfred Anagbe, CMF, the Catholic Bishop of 

Makurdi Diocese for ordaining them.

THREE NEW PRIESTS 
FOR THE PROVINCE OF 
NIGERIA
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The Province was blessed with four new transitory deacons on 20th December, 
2020. 
The brand new deacons are:
1. Rev. LONGZEN, Shailong Leviticus, OSA 
2. Rev. ALUGMI, Roland Gershon, OSA
3. Rev. CHINAZA, Emmanuel Eze, OSA
4.  Rev. GREGORY, Richard Nyagong, OSA

They, alongside a candidate for Bauchi diocese, Rev. Simon Onwumere, were raised 
to the Deaconate Order by Most Rev. Dr. Hilary Dachelem, CMF the Catholic Bishop 
of Bauchi. 
We thank His Lordship for accepting to ordain them. Our sincere appreciation also 
goes to the Parish Priest and parishioners of Our lady of the Holy Rosary Parish Sabon 
Kaura, Bauchi, for hosting the event.

The Province Welcomes 
Our Newly Ordained Deacons
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18th October, 2020 will go down 
in the history of our beloved 
institution as one of a kind. This is 
because even though the year 
2020 was majorly marked by the 
Covid-19 saga, we, in the 
Augustinian Institute Makurdi 
had a day that was filled with 
smiles and hearty jubilations. As 
members of an institution whose 
life revolves around and centers 
on education, this date marked 
the day in which our new 
academic year was inaugurated. 
The fact that the new academic 
year was declared open by the 
newly elected Prior Provincial, 
Very Rev. Fr. Anthony I. Kanu, 
OSA, added more colour and 
glamour to the day. We were 
p r i v i l e g e d  t o  h a v e  h i m 
inaugurate the new academic 
year just few days after assuming 
office.
On this epoch making day, 
Priests, Religious, Students and 
Lay Faithful all assembled in the 
Chapel of the Institute for the 
Inaugural Mass in which the Prior 
Provincial presided. Filled with 
excitement and great hope for the 

Augustinian Institute 
Makurdi Received the 
Prior Provincial 
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new Academic Year, prayers were made to God to shower his blessings on students, 
lecturers and all who have stake in the institute. 
In his homily, the Prior Provincial encouraged students and lecturers to make good 
use of every opportunity the institute provides. He counseled that we must be aware 
that “success is a dialogue between preparation and opportunity”. Adding that, 
unless there is adequate preparation by all, opportunities that the institute afford will 
pass by either unnoticed or at best be wasted.

BRO. OGBECHE VINCENT EBA
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The Raymond Hickey vocational and technical institute 
Maiduguri, has no doubt become a beehive of activities 
in recent times with the presence of students and other 
participants from different social, ethnic and religious 
backgrounds. The center formerly known as 
Augustinian vocational and technical institute, was 
founded in the year 2017 by the Order in Nigeria as part 
her way of giving back to the society. 
The institute has five departments namely ICT, Catering, 
tailoring, shoe/bag and knitting departments. We have 
about 53 students and participants who are undergoing 
training and learning different skills at the moment and 6 
instructors. It is heartwarming to say that the center in 
the quest to be self-reliant has started producing 
materials and products for sale. For instance the 
shoe/bag department has started making and producing 
shoes and bags of international standard and quality. 
The tailoring and knitting departments are not left 
behind either. The center hopes to go into production of 
materials for schools and students such as school 
sandals and shoes, school uniforms and sweaters etc. 
Our catering department has also begun to train our 
students to be world class chefs as they are being trained 
by the best culinary instructors.
It is also exciting to say that the students and participants 
are very enthusiastic and are ready to learn and acquire 
skills that can help them to be self-reliant and self-
sustaining.
In the nearest future, the institute intends to partner with 
professional bodies on capacity building. With them, 
the center will look at sustainable mechanisms by 
building the capacity of beneficiaries and developing 
them on how to become full time entrepreneurs. 
I will like to register our profound appreciation to the 
Prior Provincial Very Rev. Fr. Anthony I. Kanu, OSA who 
was here in person to see the institute. Our sincere 
appreciation also goes to  Rev. Fr. Emeka Obiezu, OSA 
and the entire team of the Augustinian Center for 
Advocacy for Justice and Peace (ACAJP) for their tireless 
effort and support to the center. We are also heartily 
grateful to our donors, the St. Augustine Foundation 
California, USA for the support they have been giving 
us. 
One mind, One heart!

Rev. Fr. Nereus E. Ganumbeni, OSA.
Director of the Center

RAYMOND HICKEY 
TECHNICAL AND 
VOCATIONAL INSTITUTE, 
MAIDUGURI
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OBITUARY 

Fr. Pat Farrell, OSA Fr. Jack Crean, OSA

Fr. Jack Crean, OSA was 
born in Limerick, Ireland in 
1925 and joined the Order 
in 1944 where after initial 
studies he was sent to 
Rome. He took his solemn 
Vows at the shrine of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel and 
was ordained in Rome in 
1951. His first assignment 
was to Nigeria where he 
remained until 1971. He 
was Vicar General of 
Maiduguri Diocese. 

Fr. Pat (Ignatius) 
Farrell, OSA. 
H e  d i e d  2 2  
November, 2020.
Late Fr. Pat served 
for many years in 
Maiduguri and at 
t he  Pa r i sh  i n  
Bazza before he 
r e t u r n e d  t o  
Ireland. 

Late (Sir) Emmanuel N. 
Kanu, KSJI Father of the 
Prior Provincial, Very Rev. 
Fr. Anthony I kanu, OSA
Year of Birth: 1932
Place of Birth: 
Arondizuogu, Ideator 
North LGA, Imo State
Number of Children: six

thDied: 29  August, 2020.

Late Mrs. Titi Damina, 
Mother of Fr. John A. 
Abubakar, OSA

thDate of Birth: 16  August, 
1953.
Place of Birth: Chori, Jaba 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  
Kaduna State
Number of Children : Six 

thDied: 30  November, 
2020.

La t e  Mr .  G rego ry  
Kariagho Iyara, Brother 
of Fr. Moses Iyara, OSA

thDate of Birth: 19  April, 
1953.
Place of Birth: Warri 
Town, Delta State
Number of Children: 
Five

thDied: 19  October, 

L a t e  M r s .  C e l i n a  
Ifesinachi Okafor-Mefor 
nee Iloani, Mother of Fr. 
John Okafor, OSA
Date of Birth: Dec. 1921
Place of Birth: Abatete, 
Idemil i  North LGA, 
Anambra State
Number of Children : Ten 

thDied: 10  September, 
2020.

A u g u s t i n i a n P r i e s t s

Parents and Relatives of Augustinian Priests
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Ekpoma (Uromi Diocese)  
St. Gabriel Catholic Church,
P. O. Box 104,
Girls School Road, Ihumudumu,
Ekpoma, Edo State. 
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Date:    4th - 6th February, 2021 
Venue: Augustinian Institute, Makurdi 

RSVP 
Chairman, Cental Planning Committee 

08035973233

Silver 
Jubilee

Augustinian House of 
Philosophy, Makurdi

C o m e j o i n u s c e l e b r a t e 
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Do you wish to go to the mission by giving? Why not train an 
Augustinian Brother/Priest today. 

Cost of Training 
A Priest (9 Years) - 4,000,000
One Year    - 500,000
6 Months    - 250,000
3 Months    - 125,000
1 Month   - 65,000
2 Weeks    - 32,000
1 Week   - 20,000

Augustinian Priest 
and be Blessed 

Diamond Bank 
Augustinian Associates Nigeria 
Account Number: 0022223259
Zenith Bank 
Augustinian Associates Nigeria 
Account Number: 1012664347

Eco Bank 
Augustinian Associates Nigeria 
Account Number: 4842007857

For Contact, call:

Rev. Fr. Joseph Jiwok, OSA
07030437409

Train Train Train an an an 



ST. AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE 
NEW KARU 
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