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In every age and time, Christ offers His 
invitation to all peoples to leave everything 
and follow Him (Mt 19:21); He invites so that 
we may belong solely to Him and live chaste, 
poor and obedient as He did (Phil 2). As 
consecrated persons, we responded to Jesus' 
invitation by answering with a personal and 
freely given 'Yes'. Thus, the consecrated, in 
freedom, becomes cut off 
f rom the 'worldly'  to 
belong completely to 
Christ in a manner of 
mutual belonging. In this 
mutual belongingness, we 
b e c o m e  t h e  e a r t h l y 
manifestation of divinity 
while divinity becomes 
“deeper in us than our 
interior being” (Ep. 187. 34). The consequence 
of this, is a JOY that the world cannot give.

Early on Easter Sunday morning, when Jesus 
rose triumphant from the grave, He carried in 
his hands and feet the wounds incurred from 
the cross. In this, He reminds the Church that 
there isn't a resurrection without the cross. It is, 
therefore, not surprising that it is from the cross 
of Christ that the vocation to the consecrated 
life finds its inspiration and thus, takes its 
origin. It is at the foot of the cross that the 
consecrated person experiences in a more 
profound manner the touch of God who is 
Love, and although without beauty, the cross 

reveals the beauty, power and profundity of 
Divine Love. Our encounter with the ocean of 
Divine Love at Calvary, further leads to the 
discovery of our true JOY which springs from 
our personal experience of God's Love. While 
this establishes a connection between the 
Cross and Easter, it also points to the nexus 
between our consecration and JOY. The 

implication is that our 
consecration (through the 
cross) is a preparation for 
JOY (from the cross). 

T h i s  c o n n e c t i o n 
between the consecrated 
life, the cross and the 
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e 

profundity of Divine Love 
shared as JOY, is at the basis of 

Pope Francis teaching that the fundamental 
paradigmatic element that the consecrated life 
reveals is JOY. In his letter to consecrated men 
and women, he asked: “What in particular do I 
expect from this Year of grace for consecrated 
life?” He responded thus: “That the old saying 
will always be true: 'Where there are 
consecrated persons, there is joy' (Rejoice, 2nd 
February 2014). This is not to say that 
consecrated persons do not have their 
t r o u b l e s ,  d a r k  n i g h t s  o f  t h e  s o u l , 
disappointments and infirmities, etc., but just 
to add that, in spite of all these, they keep the 
message of JOY alive, that: God is able to fill 
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our hearts to the brim with happiness and that 
true happiness is found nowhere else except in 
God.

To remain constantly ambassadors of JOY, 
there are three paths that cannot be 
compromised:

1. The first is the path of prayer. Saint 
Augustine in his rule admonishes: “Be 
assiduous in prayer (Col. 4. 2), at the hours 
and times appointed” (Rule ch. 2. no. 10). It 
is in this regard that Pope Benedict XVI 
teaches that we must “learn to live our 
relationship with the Lord, even more 
intensely as it were at a 'School of Prayer'” 
(General Audience 4th may 2011). 
Scripture says: “In the presence of the Lord 
there is the fulness of JOY” (Ps 16:11).

2. Secondly, Pope Francis in his Apostolic 
Letter to all consecrated persons calls on us 
to be “experts in communion” (no. 2), that 

is, “witnesses and architects of the 'plan for 
unity' which is the crowning point of 
human history in God's design” (no. 2). The 
Rule of Saint Augustine says: “The main 
purpose of you having come together is to 
live harmoniously in your house, intent 
upon God in oneness of heart and mind” 
(ch. 1. no. 3). There is a connection 
between our communion and prayer. Thus, 
Saint Augustine teaches further: “To 
preserve and increase unity, among the 
friars, prayer should never be lacking” (En. 
Ps. 132. 13).

3. The third font of joy is found in living by the 
evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. This radical and total self-
offering of oneself to God, for Saint 
Augustine, is a living oblation (En. Ps. 64. 4; 
Rom 12:1) that leads to true wealth, true 
love and true freedom. 

These paths introduce the consecrated person 
into the kingdom that is geared toward the one 
JOY that will last forever; it also makes the 
consecrated not only the message that 'joy 
comes ultimately from living in God', but also 
opens the way for him or her to “contribute to 
making manifest the mystery and mission of 
the Church, and thereby cooperate … in the 
renewal of society” (Const. prt. 1. Ch. 1. no. 1).

As we celebrate Easter- a festival of JOY, may 
Saint Augustine light our way in our daily 
search for that JOY that leads to the rest of our 
restless souls. Amen. 

Rev. Fr. Anthony Kanu, OSA
Prior Provincial, Nigeria
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Firmly rooted on the apostolic ideal of “One mind 
and One heart intent upon God” our beloved 
Order, the Order of St. Augustine, has for decades 
and centuries brought together individual men 
from different parts of the world who have 
successfully forged bonds that not even death has 
been able to break.

As a testament to the fact that death cannot break 
our  f ra te rna l  bond as  Augus t in ians ,  
representatives of the Province paid a visit to the 
families of all our deceased Nigerian Augustinian 
Friars. During the visit which spanned the 25th 
and 26th of March, 2021, a number of Provincial 

delegates went to fraternize with the families of 
Late Rev. Frs. Clement Danock, OSA, John 
Dagmi, OSA, Calistus Mbanusi, OSA and Bishop 
James Daman, OSA. 

Fortified with the goodwill of all the friars of the 
Province, the delegates extended the collective 
greetings of all Brothers and assured the families 
that although their sons are physically no more 
with us, our bond of fellowship in Christ remains 
ever strong and unperturbed. In addition to the 
message reiterating that our Augustinian bond is 
unbreakable, as well as registering the greetings 
and well wishes of the entire Friars of the Province 

PROVINCIAL VISIT TO THE 
FAMILIES OF OUR DECEASED FRIARS

Rev. Frs. Caius Kakaba, OSA,  Bede Njoku, OSA and Felix Usman, OSA with the family of 
late Rev. Fr. John Dangmi, OSA 

Rev. Frs. Felix Usman, OSA, Bede Njoku, OSA and Caius Kakaba, OSA with the family of 
late Rev. Fr. Clement Danock, OSA 
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of Nigeria, the Provincial representatives 
presented varieties of food stuff ranging from 
tubers of yam, bags of rice, to crates of eggs, 
gallons of vegetable and plantain fruits to the 
families.

Each of the families was visibly elated to receive 
our Brothers into their home. One message that 
reverberated from one family to another was that 
the visit will remain enshrined in their hearts 
forever. All of them appreciated sincerely the fact 
that the Province still has them in mind. They 
were specifically vocal in declaring that in a world 
that is fast embracing individualism as a norm for 
human existence, the Augustinian Family in 

Nigeria has by this visit, proven to be both a 
prophetic sign and a protagonist for the fulfillment 
of our Lord's prayer “that they may be one” (Jn 
17:21). They sincerely prayed that God should 
abundantly bless the Province and its leadership. 

Sincere thanks go to the Prior Provincial, Very 
Rev. Fr. Anthony I. Kanu, OSA and his Council for 
this wonderful initiative. May God continue to 
bless and keep our dear Province and the families 
of our deceased Brothers. 

May the souls of late Rev. Frs. Clement Danock, 
OSA, John Dagmi, OSA, Calistus Mbanusi, OSA 
and Bishop James Daman, OSA continue to rest in 
peace. Amen

Rev. Frs. Anthony Nkom, OSA, Nicholas Bariki, OSA, Matthew Onaulogho, OSA and 
Kingsley Ikemerika, OSA with the family of late Rev. Fr. Calistus Mbanusi, OSA 

Rev. Frs. Caius Kakaba, OSA,  Bede Njoku, OSA and Felix Usman, OSA with the family of 
late Bishop James Daman, OSA
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An undeniable fact of life is that a Little beginning 
does not connote a little ending, for indeed many 
of the great things in the world today had little 
beginnings. Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
approved that a little beginning can lead to a 
great ending, when in Matthew 13:31-32 He 
described how a little mustard seed planted by a 
farmer, became a great tree that provided shelter 
and refuge to the birds of the air.  Like the 
mustard seed which Jesus spoke about, the 
evolution of the Augustinian House of 
Philosophy Makurdi, is a proof that great things 
can emerge from humble beginnings.

Through the years, the House of Philosophy 
which began humbly in the 1995, has with huge 
success, continued to house and nurture 
seminarians and scholars who have gone on to 
positively contribute to the growth of the 
Christian Faith and the expansion of human 
knowledge. 

To celebrate the great achievements of this Great 

House and to thank God for the enormous 
blessings it has enjoyed right from its inception, 
Priests, Religious, seminarians, scholars in 
different fields, men and women from all walks of 
life converged in the Augustinian Institute 
Makurdi to Mark its Silver Jubilee of existence.

The Silver Jubilee celebration which took place 
on 5th of January, 2021, featured series of events 
which were befitting of a day such as that. 

The day began with a symposium in which 
Academic Papers were presented by two scholars 
namely: Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Emeka Obiezu, OSA and 
Prof. Charity Angya (Former Vice Chancellor of 
Benue State University). Before their 
presentations however, the Prior Provincial, Very 
Rev. Fr. Anthony I. Kanu, OSA was invited to set 
the ball rolling by giving a keynote address. In the 
address, he pointed out that it was sensible to 
gather and celebrate the silver Jubilee of the 
Community which had now metamorphosed 
into a full-fledged Institute. He maintained that 

SILVER JUBILEE OF THE AUGUSTINIAN 
HOUSE OF PHILOSOPHY MAKURDI

January - March, 2021Niger News 
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the celebration was inevitable owing to the 
substantial role the Community has played and 
continues to play in promoting knowledge. He 
strongly opined that just as New Yam festival is 
considered a necessity for the true African man 
and Woman, it was a necessity to celebrate the 
Silver Jubilee of this noble community cum 
Institute. He noted further that, just as during 
New Yam Festivals tubers of Yam are harvested, 
the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the 
Augustinian House of Philosophy was an 
opportunity for one and all to harvest great fruits 
which have been produced for us in the immense 
and measureless garden of knowledge of the 
Philosophical Institute through the untiring 
labours of Staff and students.

The Prior Provincial thanked all who have 
contributed to the success of the House of 

Philosophy during its past 25 years of existence. 
He concluded that the future of the institute was 
bright, and that with God on our side, the 
Institute will in no distant time become among 
others “a home of advanced knowledge, the 
fountain of specialty in Philosophy and the most 
preferred institution of learning making 
significant contribution to the society.”

Other segments that followed the paper 
presentations were: Thanksgiving Mass, presided 
over by the Catholic Bishop of Makurdi Diocese, 
Most Rev. Dr. Wilfred Anagbe, CMF; a novelty 
Football Match between the Alumni of the 
Institute and present students and a Gala Night, 
in which awards were presented to individuals 
who have distinguished themselves during the 
past 25 years of the existence of the leaning 
Institute.

Niger News 

Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Emeka Obiezu 
Presenting his Paper 

Prof. Charity Angya 
Presenting her Paper 

Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Samuel Akagwu 
Moderator of the Symposium 

January - March, 2021 



ver the centuries of human existence, 

Oexperiences have proven that having the 
right knowledge is an essential tool in 

ensuring success in almost all facets of human 
endeavour, lack of knowledge on the other hand, 
is a recipe for failure and a sign of weakness.
In order to ensure that Bursars of the different 
communities of the Province are successful and 
effective in the discharge of their responsibilities, 
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BURSARS' 
SEMINAR

a Seminar was organized for them by the 
Province. In his opening remark at the seminar 
which took place on the 4th of February, 2021, at 
the Augustinian Institute in Makurdi, the Prior 
Provincial Very Rev. Fr. Anthony I. Kanu, OSA, 
pointed out that the purpose of the Seminar was to 
equip the bursars with the knowledge required for 
optimum efficiency in the important offices that 
they occupy in their respective communities.
We thank the Province for the wonderful initiative 
which turned out to be a resounding success. 
Appreciation also goes to Mr. Jik Thomas Azi who 
led the assembled Bursars through sequences of 
learning sessions in which different facets of 
accounting (among other things) were discussed 
and taught.

Niger News January - March, 2021

The Management of the Augustinian Institute 
Makurdi led by the Prior Provincial has vowed to 
leave no stone unturned in its effort to get the 
Institute affiliated to Benue State University. 
A recent meeting held between the management 
of the Institute and that of the 
University gives us hope for 
the future. During the 
meeting which had the Prior 
Provincial (Very Rev. Fr. 
Anthony I Kanu, OSA), 
Registrar of the Institute, 
(Rev. Fr. Kenneth Eze, OSA), 
the Institute's Dean of Studies 
(Rev. Fr. David Aronokhale, 
OSA), the Vice Chancellor of 
BSU (Prof. Tor Joe Iorapu) and 
the Deputy Vice Chancellor 

(Prof. Edward Agbo Omudu) in attendance, 
fruitful discussions were held regarding linking 
the two renown learning Institutions. 
We sincerely pray that the God who has begun 
this process will bring it to a happy ending!

AUGUSTINIAN INSTITUTE MAKURDI SEEKS AFFILIATION WITH BSU
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In recent history, the Province of St. Augustine of 
Nigeria has invested so much resources into the 
Education Apostolate. This investment has been 
motivated by the goal to give Nigerian teenagers 
the best form of education possible. We give thanks 
to God that the enormous investment is already 
paying off. With great delight, we keep on 
receiving the news of great successes being 
recorded in the different learning institutions of the 
Province.  

The most recent news of success recorded, was 
received from St. Augustine's College Oghara, 
Delta State. We received with gladness the news 
regarding one of the students named Catherine-
Maria Esoeoghene  Ritsepile Okoh who took first 
position in the Spectrum Books' National Essay 
Competition of 2020. 

Catherine-Maria Esoeoghene Ritsepile Okoh 
Wins Spectrum Books' National Essay 
Competition Of 2020.

Congratulations to Catherine-Maria Esoeoghene 
Ritsepile Okoh and to the entire family of St. 
Augustine's College Oghara for this great feat. We 
wish you many great years ahead.

The National Chaplains of the Pious Union of St. 
Rita Rev. Frs. Emmanuel Patrick, OSA and Uju 
Solomon Chimaobi, OSA led the National officers 
of the Union on a courtesy visit to the Prior 

thProvincial on 24  March, 2021. 

while speaking on the purpose of the visit, the 
Prior General of the Union in Nigeria, Mr. 
Nzeribe Osuji Sylvester, said that they had come 
on behalf of all the members of the union in 
Nigeria to felicitate with the Prior Provincial on 

his recent elevation as the chief servant of the 
Order in Nigeria and to pledge their unwavering 
commitment towards ensuring the spread of the 
Pious Union within Nigeria and beyond. 

On his part, the Prior Provincial Very Rev. 
Anthony I. Kanu, OSA welcomed them. He 
appreciated them for the visit and further 
encouraged the officers to collaborate with their 
National Chaplains so as to collectively elevate 
the Union to higher heights.

NATIONAL OFFICERS OF THE PIOUS UNION OF ST. RITA 
VISIT THE PRIOR PROVINCIAL AT THE PROVINCIALATE
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The Province felicitates with Rev. Fr. Caius F. Kakaba, OSA for the 
successful completion of Master's Degree in Educational 
Management from Veritas University.

Congratulations to Rev. Fr. William Elias, OSA as 
he makes progress in his doctoral studies at the 
prestigious University of San Agustin, Iloilo City, 
Philippines.

The Province congratulates Rev. Charles C. Ugonwafor, OSA who 
rd

was raised to the Order of the Deaconate on 23  January, 2021, at 
the Parish of St. Augustine, Valladolid, Spain. 

FEL IC ITAT IONS 
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The Province celebrates our 100 level postulants on the 
occasion of their investiture which took place on Saturday, 

th30  January, 2021, at the Augustinian Institute Makurdi, 
Benue State.

The Province celebrates Fr. John Okoro, OSA on his 
investiture as Fellow, in the Institute of Business Diplomacy 
and Financial Management.

Congratulations to Fr. Cosmas Chukwuemeka, 
OSA who celebrated his Thanksgiving Mass in 
honour of his Priestly Ordination on 30th 
December, 2020.
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Late Mrs. Roseline 
Joseph 
Mother of 
Rev. Fr. Kingsley 
Joseph Akanniyene, 
OSA

thBorn: 8  June, 1958
Place of Birth: Oruk 
Anam, Akwa Ibom 
State
Number of Children: 4

thDied: 14  January, 

Late Mrs. Anne M. 
Zabbey, 
Mother of 
Rev. Fr. Anthony 
Zabbey, OSA
Born: 14th/4/1940
Place of birth: Bodo 
City
Number of Children:5
Died: 9th/2/2021

OBITUARY 
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Late Rev. Fr. (Prof.) 
John Umaru Gangwari 
an uncle to 
Rev. Fr. Nereus 
Ganumbeni, OSA
Born: 7th July, 1955
Date of Priestly 
Ordination: 12th April, 
1980.
Place of work before 
death: Dean of Faculty 
of Canon Law, Catholic 
Institute of West Africa 
(CIWA) Port Harcourt.
Died: 23rd February, 2021.

Prof. (Chief) Oliver 
Olugbuo Njoku
an uncle to  
Rev. Fr. Bede Njoku, 
OSA
Born: 24th Nov. 1950
Place of birth: Emedike 
Chokoneze
Number of Children: 3
Died: 14th Feb. 2021




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

